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The task of this course will attempt to provide the student with an historical survey of ‘Phenomenology in Psychology and Existential Psychiatry’. In light of the above, the first part of this course (Part I) will attempt to exhibit a survey some of the key leading figures in both the German and French phases of the “Phenomenological Movement”; that is to say, students will focus attention upon such important phenomenological and existential thinkers as: Franz Brentano, Edmund Husserl, Max Scheler, Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and others. Moreover, only after providing a brief philosophical survey of the ‘Phenomenological Movement,’ will we then be in a position in (Part II) of our study,  to focus attention upon the major leading figures in “Phenomenological Psychology and Existential Psychiatry,” such as: C.G. Jung, Karl Jaspers, Ludwig Binswanger, Eugene Minkowski, Erwin Straus, Medard Boss, R.D. Laing, Jean-Paul Sartre, Viktor Frankl, and others. Moreover, this foundation course in “Phenomenological Psychology and Existential Psychiatry” is considered as being “interdisciplinary” in character, which means, it is situated at the “crossroads” between the fields of philosophy, psychology, and psychiatry. Thus, students will be expected to move across the field of phenomenology and existential philosophy in (Part I) of this study,  in order to “interface” their  research results with the other two closely related disciplines of  both psychology and psychiatry in (Part II) in order to form an ‘interdisciplinary” study of  their work.
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